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Title of invention: Apparatus for processing data transfers 

(Lines 14 - 44 in the right-hand column on page 2) 
[0002J 

[Prior art] Drawings in Figs.2 and 4 (should have been FmsA and 8 - corrected by 

translator) are concerned with prior art technologies, in which the drawing in FigrS Hg^ (corrected 
by translator) shows the configuration of an entire system while the drawing in Kg^4 Rg-8 
(corrected by translator) gives detail of a data-transfer apparatus. Each of transfer apparatuses 
(10 a -10 c ) is provided with an auxiliary storage device and houses a data-sharing device for enabling 
terminals connected with the transfer apparatus via communication lines to make shared use of data 
contained in the auxiliary storage device. Each of the transfer apparatuses (10 a -10 c ), here, is made a 
constituting member of a LAN together with terminals -fa — (20 ^-20^ ) (corrected by 
translator) which are to make shared use of the data contained in the auxiliary storage device, as well 
as it is made a constituting member of a WAN, which further includes the data-transfer apparatus for 
managing processes of data transfers performed between the transfer apparatuses* According to this 
prior art system, it is necessary to have a data set stored in a transfer apparatus at the data source side 
and to have the data set transferred to a transfer apparatus at the data receiving side when and if a 
terminal makes use of the data set and the terminal belongs to a LAN other than the LAN that 
includes the auxiliary storage device storing the data set of concern. 

[0003] In particular, if a user at a terminal 20 bi makes use of a data set stored in an 

auxiliary storage unit 30 a of a transfer apparatus 10 a , the user at the terminal 20 b i is required to raise 
a request to the data-transfer apparatus 11 for transferring the data set. Data transfer requests directed 
to the data-transfer apparatus 11 are first stored in data-transfer request reception unit until they are 
moved to and stored in the data-transfer request storage unit 1 2 (corrected by translator) at times 
separated by a fixed interval of time, of which the length is set using a timer 6 and, then, the 
data-transfer requests are processed by the data transfer processing unit 3 3 (corrected by translator). 
The data transfer processing unit 3 3 (corrected by translator) asks the data-transfer apparatus 11 to 
raise a data-transfer request directed to a transfer apparatus 10 a that stores the data set of concern, 
based on the content in the data transfer request stored in the dat a r traiasf e r storag e unit 2 data transfer 
request storage unit 2 (corrected by translator). The transfer apparatus 10 a , which has received the 
request for transferring the data set from the data-transfer apparatus 11 transfers the data set stored in 
' the own Auxiliary storage device 3Q a to the data-transfer apparatus 11. The data-transfer apparatus 11, 
then transfers the received data set to the transfer apparatus 10 b so that the transfer apparatus 10 b 
transfers the data set to the terminal 20 b i that raised the data transfer request. (End of translation) 
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